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ALGERNON is discouraging. He doubts that
Gwendolen is likely to accept JACK. Gwendolen has
been flirting outrageously with him but it's a well
established fact that girls never marry the men
that they flirt with, Girls don't think it's
right. Besides before ALGERNON would give consent
to the marriage, ALGERNON would insist that JACK
clear up "the whole question of Cecily"

Cecily! JACK protests. "I don't know any

one of the name of Cecily"”

But ALGERNON, who has already rung for his
manservant, instructs LANE to fetch the cigarette
case which JACK left on his last visit.

Readily admitting that he has lost a cigarette
case, has reported it stolen and was even thinking of
offering a large reward, JACK admits ownership as
soon as LANE returns with the case, presenting it on
a silver platter. ALGERNON gets to it first.
it, ALGERNON asks his friend to explain why it has
been inscribed as a present from 'Cecily’.

There is a brief exchange on the propriety of
reading what has been privately written inside
someone elses property before JACK demands the return

Opening

of the case - a gift from an aunt by the name of Cecily

"Charming old lady she is, too. Lives at Tunbridge
Wells. Just give it back to me, Algy."

ALGERNON is less than convinced. "Why does she
call herself little Cecily if she is your aunt and
lives at Tunbridge Wells. And why 'from little Cecily
with her fondest love'?"

JACK waffles. "Some aunts are tall, some aunts
are not tall. That is a matter that surely an aunt
should be able to decide for herself. You seem to
think that every aunt should be like your aunt!
is absurd.”

That

"Yes. But why does your aunt call you her
uncle?", says ALGERNON, reading,"'From little Cecily,
with her fondest love to her dear Uncle Jack'.
no objection, I admit, to an aunt being a small

There'

5

(2)

aunt, hkut why an aunt, no matter wha* her size may
be, should call her own nephew her uncle, I can't quite
make out. Besides, your name isn't Jack at all: it is
Ernest."

"It isn't Ernest: it's Jack."

WORTHING, whether he is called Jack or Ernest,
is now plainly on the defensive. With much reluctance,
he admits that he has found it convenient to use the
name Ernest when he visits London but the name Jack
hen he is in the country.

Triumphant, ALGERNON declares, "I always
suspected you of being a confirmed and secret
Bunburyist: and I am quite sure of it now!" He
returns the cigarette case to JACK who now makes a
full confession. "0ld Mr Thomas Cardew, who adopted
me when I was a little boy, made me in his will
guardian to his granddaughter, Miss Cecily Cardew.
Cecily, who addresses me as her uncle from motives
of respect which you could not possibly appreciate,
lives at my place in the country under the charge
of her admirable governess, Miss Prism." With a
tone of not entirely convincing moral superiority,
JACK condescends to explain to his friend that,
"when one is placed in the position of guardian,
one has to adopt a very high moral tone on all
subjects. It is one's duty to do so. And as a
high moral tone can hardly be said to conduce very
much to either one's health or one's happiness,
in order to get up to town I have always pretended
to have a younger brother of the name of Ernest.
who gets into the most dreadful scrapes. That, my
dear Algy, it the whole truth pure and simple.”

"The truth," comments ALGERNON with some
sympathy," is rarely pure and never simple. Modern
life would be very tedious if it were either, and

"

modern literature a complete impossibility!

It is ALGERNON's turn now to make confession
and to explain at last what he means by a 'Bunburyist'

"You have invented a very useful younger
brother called Ernest, in order to come up to town
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